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In the framework of the sub-measures 16.2 and 1.1, 1.2, and 1.3 - RDP of Tuscany 2014-2020, 

an Operational Group (OG) was established in 2018 participating in the European Innovation 

Partnership on agricultural productivity and sustainability. The OG is established in order to 

carry out a project called VITOSCA the Tuscan veal: innovative strategies for the improvement 

aimed to develop and test a production model currently absent in Tuscany, or at least poorly 

used, in order to increase and enhance beef production. OG partners, better detailed later, 

belong to the different entrepreneurial, productive, research, technical and training support 

categories present in Tuscany and collaborate to establish a new production chain, oriented to 

the achievement of the macro objective indicated, through different coordinated and coherent 

actions: 

1) use of sexed semen of dairy bulls on dairy cows in order to set up the heifers replacement;  
2) use of semen of beef bulls on dairy cows for the production of crossbred calves, with 

increased added value for meat production; 
3) set up of plants in Tuscany for collecting and weaning crossbred calves; 
4) set up of plants in Tuscany for raising and fattening beef cattle;  
5) testing of the Classyfarm method for the assessment of animal welfare and biosecurity on 

farms; 
6) application of the "Toscana-Toscana" brand to the meat derived from this supply chain and 

more generally to the meat of our region;  
7) information to the public on quality labels and in particular on the "Toscana-Toscana" brand 

applied to the meat produced by this supply chain and more generally to the meat of our 
region. 

 

The partners participating in the Operating Group are listed below: 

- P1 Associazione Regionale Allevatori della Toscana (ARAT) – leader 
- P2 AZ. AGR. MARCHI BRUNO IVO E REMO ssa 

- P3 AZ. AGR. IL GRILLO di BONINI DANIELE e MARCO ss 

- P4 AZ. AGR. PILARCIANO Cooperativa Agricola Firenzuola (CAF) / Soccida 

- P5 Cooperativa Agricola Firenzuola (CAF) Centro Carni Mugello 

- P6 Dipartimento di Scienze e Tecnologie Agrarie, Alimentari Ambientali e Forestali 

(DAGRI) 

- P7 Istituto Zooprofilattico del Lazio e della Toscana (IZSLT) 

- P8 Studio DEMETRA Società Semplice tra professionisti 

- P9 C.A.I.C.T. s.r.l. Centro Assistenza Imprese Coldiretti Toscana 

 

ARA Toscana took care of the animation and coordination of the OG, assisted by Studio 
Demetra; it participated in the animation initiatives of the EIP and maintained relations with 
the Tuscany Region with regard to the definition of the contract and the preparation of some 
programmatic and economic variations compared to the initial DUA. It also coordinates and 
prepares the material provided for the final reporting. 



   

The Marchi and Bonini Farms have supplied the two lots of calves and continue their activities 
by providing new cows to be fertilized with Belgian Blue bulls.  

CAF participates both as a breeder at the Pilarciano fattening stable, and as the owner of the 
Vicchio Meat Center where the first calves were slaughtered and marketed. 

The Department of Agriculture, Food, Environmental and Forestry Sciences and Technologies 
(DAGRI) provided technical and scientific support to the project, with particular reference to 
the actions of introducing innovation in the partnership farms and monitoring and result 
indicators. 
 
The Istituto Zooprofilattico Sperimentale del Lazio e Toscana (IZSLT) has carried out 
inspections in farms in Florence, Arezzo, Grosseto and Livorno provinces for the Evaluation of 
Classyfarm in the farms participating in the project as well as in other farms with different 
geographical locations, breeds and production attitudes and types of breeding. 
 

The dissemination of information was taken care of by CAICT which implemented Measure 1.1 
by carrying out the five courses provided for and Measure 1.2 with the organization of 
conferences, the printing of brochures, the creation and implementation of the website. 

The project tested the weaning methods of 23 Italian Friesian x Belgian Blue (IFxBB) and Italian 

Brown x Belgian Blu  (IB x BB) crossbred calves, the fattening techniques at the Pilarciano 

stable, the slaughter yield and the appreciation of consumers at the CAF Meat Center. The  

zootechnical and economical aspects as well as the repeatability of the project in other Tuscan 

farms were also evaluated. The two partner farms were provided with female sexed semen of 

the two dairy breeds IF and IB for the production of the heifers’ replacement as well as of BB 

sexed semen for the crossbred calves production. Another 150 doses of BB female sexed 

semen were distributed to several dairy farms in Tuscany. At the same time, the Classyfarm 

system for the assessment of animal welfare and biosecurity was introduced, both in the farms 

of the partnership and in other farms. 

With the aim of disseminating the production model to other breeders in the region, training 
courses and conferences were held using video conferencing platforms, while it was not 
possible to organize the planned guided tours due to the health restrictions present 
throughout the period of implementation of the project. Leaflets, brochures and the website 
www.vitosca.it were produced; all of the above applies to the sub measures 1.1, 1.2 and 1.3 of 
the RDP. 

A widespread information and dissemination action was also carried out by the technicians of 
the Regional Breeders Association of Tuscany who are usually present in livestock farms.  

The results of the project are satisfactory as the planned activities have been fully 
implemented with the full participation of all partners, with the exception of guided tours; the 
methods tested have already been largely transferred to the livestock sector in the region. 
There are many dairy farms using BB semen to obtain crossbred beef calves, some fatteners 
have also begun to carry out the weaning activity filling a gap present a few months ago, 
butchers and consumers appreciate the meat produced by this supply chain, with evident 
economic return. Attention has also spread to well-being and biosecurity, with increasing use 
of the Classyfarm evaluation. 

http://www.vitosca.it/
http://www.vitosca.it/


   

Health restrictions at national and European level have limited or banned much of the 
exchanges between the different OGs operating on the same topics and the opportunities for 
comparison have been extremely reduced. Despite this limitation, the experience has been 
positive, with important repercussions on the regional livestock sector. 
 


